
 

 

 

ifu Hamburg GmbH, ecoinvent centre 

ecoEditor for 
ecoinvent version 3 
A short introduction to the ecoEditor features. 

Ingo Meinshausen, ifu Hamburg GmbH 
15.12.2011 
Based on ecoEditor for ecoinvent version 3 v2.1.51 



2 
 

 

Table of Contents  
Before You Begin ..................................................................................................................................... 5 

Initial considerations ........................................................................................................................... 6 

What is a global dataset and why do I need to submit one? .......................................................... 6 

How can I create a new dataset based on an existing ecoinvent dataset? .................................... 6 

What are the ISIC classifications and how should they be provided? ............................................ 6 

ecoEditor for ecoinvent version 3 ........................................................................................................... 7 

Setup, starting and fault behaviour .................................................................................................... 7 

Setup ............................................................................................................................................... 7 

First Start ......................................................................................................................................... 7 

Running Multiple Instances of the ecoEditor at once ..................................................................... 7 

Log File ............................................................................................................................................ 7 

Regional and Language Dependant Display .................................................................................... 7 

Corrupted Settings .......................................................................................................................... 7 

Copying Content of Dialogues ......................................................................................................... 7 

Access to the ecoinvent Database ...................................................................................................... 8 

Data Provider Account .................................................................................................................... 8 

Login ................................................................................................................................................ 8 

Master Data Cache .......................................................................................................................... 9 

Downloading Datasets .................................................................................................................... 9 

Datasets ............................................................................................................................................ 11 

New Dataset from file ................................................................................................................... 11 

Using User Activities as Basis for other Activities ......................................................................... 11 

New Datasets from Database ....................................................................................................... 12 

New Child Dataset from File and from Database ......................................................................... 12 

Restrictions ................................................................................................................................... 15 

Compare Datasets ......................................................................................................................... 15 

Views ................................................................................................................................................. 17 

Help ................................................................................................................................................... 18 

Grids .................................................................................................................................................. 18 

Editing ........................................................................................................................................... 18 

Hidden Data .................................................................................................................................. 19 



3 
 

Filtering ......................................................................................................................................... 19 

Grid Columns ................................................................................................................................. 19 

Grid Display Layout ....................................................................................................................... 20 

User defined Sorting ..................................................................................................................... 21 

Multi cell Selections ...................................................................................................................... 21 

Multi Row Selecting in Grids ......................................................................................................... 21 

Specific Grids ..................................................................................................................................... 23 

Metainformation Grids ................................................................................................................. 23 

Exchanges Grids ............................................................................................................................ 23 

Parameters Grid ............................................................................................................................ 24 

Text and Image Comments ............................................................................................................... 25 

New Linking Features ........................................................................................................................ 26 

¦ǎŜ ƻŦ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ tǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 5ŀǘŀǎŜǘ ±ŀǊƛŀōƭŜǎ όά[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ wǳƭŜ оέύ .............. 26 

Automatic Subdivision of Combined Co-ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ όά[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ wǳƭŜ пέύ ........................................... 27 

The Submission of Data and Handling of Review Comments ........................................................... 29 

Validate Datasets .......................................................................................................................... 29 

Validation Parameters .................................................................................................................. 29 

Submission for Validation ............................................................................................................. 29 

Submission for Review .................................................................................................................. 30 

Submission for Review (Replace Datasets) ................................................................................... 30 

The Tasks View .............................................................................................................................. 30 

Workflow Log ................................................................................................................................ 32 

Active Author Role ........................................................................................................................ 32 

Editor Acceptance ......................................................................................................................... 32 

Adding Review Comments ............................................................................................................ 32 

Submitting Review Comments ...................................................................................................... 33 

AuthorǎΩ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ........................................................................................................................ 33 

Review Loops (Editor-Author Loops and Cross-cutting Editors Loops) ........................................ 34 

Final Review Comments ................................................................................................................ 34 

Copy and Paste .................................................................................................................................. 35 

Linking Exchange Amounts to Cells in Microsoft Excel Spreadsheets .......................................... 36 

Mathematical Relations .................................................................................................................... 37 

Variable Names ............................................................................................................................. 37 

Decimal Separator ......................................................................................................................... 38 



4 
 

Uncertainties of Entities with Mathematical Relations ................................................................ 38 

Master Data ...................................................................................................................................... 38 

Default Variable Names ................................................................................................................ 39 

Loading of Master Data ................................................................................................................. 39 

Master Data Lookup Lists .............................................................................................................. 39 

Import User Master Data .............................................................................................................. 39 

Known Issues ..................................................................................................................................... 41 

Grid Display Layout ....................................................................................................................... 41 

Mathematical Relations ................................................................................................................ 41 

Reset Window Layout ................................................................................................................... 41 



5 
 

Before You Begin 
Before creating a new dataset using the ecoEditor, there are a number of issues you should consider. 

These are listed in this section. 

A dataset is identified uniquely by its activity name, its geographical location and its time period (and 

its macro-economic scenario). These are the first data that you will be asked to enter, and they 

cannot be changed later, except by creating a new dataset based on the one with these unique 

settings. It is therefore useful to be prepared to enter the correct data, particularly for the activity 

name, from the start. You may wish to consult the Chapter on Naming conventions in the ecoinvent 

Data Quality Guideline for details. 

Before you create a new dataset for upload to the ecoinvent database, you should familiarize 

yourself with the existing datasets in the ecoinvent database, in order to see how your new dataset 

best fits in: 

¶ Does the dataset already exist as a global reference dataset, so that your new dataset is a 

geographically or temporally specified instance of this? In this case, you should seriously 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άNew | create child ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ Χέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŀǎ ŀ 

child of the existing reference dataset. 

¶ Is your dataset a disaggregation of an existing dataset, in terms of a distinct technology 

description or a smaller geographical area within the existing dataset? In this case you 

should submit more than one dataset at the same time, so that the sum of the submitted 

datasets ς weighted by the production volumes of their outputs ς sum up to the original 

dataset. If you have additional information that implies that the original dataset should be 

adjusted, you should supply an adjusted version of the original dataset as well, since it needs 

to be added to the database together with your disaggregated datasets. 

If you intend to upload a new non-reference dataset to the ecoinvent database for which a global 

reference dataset does not already exist, you are required to supply such a reference dataset 

together with your local dataset. When creating your dataset, it is therefore recommended to create 

the global and the local dataset for this activity simultaneously and to consider which specific data 

are most relevant to add to each of these datasets. Even when you want to create the local dataset 

as a child of the reference dataset, it may be most simple at first to create a stand-alone global and 

local datasets with the available data and in a second step create the local dataset as a separate 

child dataset, which will then supersede the stand-alone local dataset. In the second step, you can 

then explicitly consider how you wish the child dataset to behave when the parent dataset is altered 

(no change, take over parent value, multiplicative or additive relationships, re-using mathematical 

relationships, etc.). For this, you may wish to consult the Annex on Parent/child datasets 

(inheritance) in the ecoinvent Data Quality Guidelines. 

If you intend to add several interlinked datasets, it is useful to make for yourself a small flowchart 

considering the different flows between the datasets, whether the products are clearly defined and 

named according the naming conventions, and whether the activities are described in adequate 

detail, while avoiding unnecessary sub-division of activities. You may wish to consult the Chapter on 

Unit process data level in the ecoinvent Data Quality Guidelines.  
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It is also useful to consider whether the activities you intend to add are treatment activities or 

produce outputs that need treatment and whether the corresponding treatment activities exist or 

needs to be added. You may wish to consult the Chapter on Treatment activities in the ecoinvent 

Data Quality Guidelines. 

Initial considerations  
These considerations arose frequently by new users of the ecoEditor. 

What is a global dataset and why do I need to submit one?  

For some products, the production conditions do not vary much between different regions. In such 

cases, a single dataset can cover the whole world and no regionalized datasets are necessary. For 

such cases, you can provide a global dataset. 

The ecoinvent database also uses global datasets as the basis of approximations for production 

conditions in countries where no local datasets exist. E. g. if a dataset uses corn in South Africa, but 

no dataset for specifically South African corn production is available yet, the global average is 

automatically used to approximate local conditions by the ecoinvent database. This facilitates 

database maintenance, as the database can automatically switch to an appropriate local dataset as 

soon as one becomes available. Therefore, global datasets are required for all activities in the 

database.  

Currently, we are working on adding a mechanism to assist the data provider in creating global 

datasets. As this is not yet ready, for now please submit global datasets with all your submissions of 

new local datasets. You may extrapolate these from your loŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ 

ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ CƛƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ άCǊƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǘƻ άDƭƻōŀƭέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

allows you to create a new global data-set which contains the data of your local dataset. Please 

submit both datasets at the same time in the same submission ς this allows the ecoEditor to 

recognize the global dataset and the link to the local one. 

If you forgot to submit your local dataset with your global one and submitted only the global 

dataset, you may experience problems submitting the local dataset. Please contact the database 

administrator and your submission will be taken care of. 

How can I create a new dataset based on an existing ecoinvent dataset?  

5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ecoEditor ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άCǊƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘέΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

which a local copy has been saved can be used for this. This implies that you must first open the 

dataset from the databasŜΣ ǎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άCǊƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘέ 

command. If you forgot to store a local copy, you will get an error message explaining the situation. 

What are the ISIC classifications and how should they be provided?  

The International Standard Industrial Classification is a classification system provided by the United 

Nations. This system has been implemented in a slightly extended form by the ecoinvent database in 

version 3. When submitting datasets, please supply a classification in tƘŜ ά!ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴέ 

section of the ecoEditor. Please try to provide a classification using at least 3 digits to better specify 

your activity. The original classification with explanations is also available at 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=27&Lg=1 at the web site of the United Nations. 
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ecoEditor for ecoinvent version 3  
This section describes important aspects in the usage of the ecoEditor for ecoinvent. 

Setup, starting and fault behaviour  
In case of abnormal behaviour in setup, starting and using the ecoEditor for ecoinvent, please keep 

these information in mind.  

Setup 

Currently the ecoEditor and all its data files will by default be installed in a directory under the 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ run the ecoEditor without 

administrator privileges on Windows Vista and Windows 7. Please be aware that changing the path 

might cause problems running the ecoEditor and is not supported at this time. A later version will 

separate executables and data content during installation and will allow the user to choose another 

directory for the ecoEditor. 

First Start  

The start of the ecoEditor will take longer the first time because its cache has to be initialized. 

Subsequent starts will use this cache and will perform faster. 

Running Multiple Instances of the ecoEditor at once  

It is possible to run two or more instances of the ecoEditor at the same time as long as a small 

amount of time is waited between starting the individual instances of the ecoEditor. 

Log File 

The current ecoEditor log file can be accessed via View | Show Log. If you want to send this log to 

someone else use this menu entry and save the log to a different place and with a name you can 

easily remember. 

Regional and Language Dependant Display  

All numbers and dates displayed in the ecoEditor adhere to the regional settings of your installation 

of Microsoft Windows. If you are wondering about German text in the otherwise English ecoEditor 

user interface please check your regional settings in the Windows Control Panel. 

Corrupted Settings  

If the ecoEditor was in the process of writing settings data to the hard disk and a computer crash 

happens at just this moment, the ecoEditor settings might get corrupted. If the ecoEditor cannot be 

started because of Xml related error (e. g. ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƛƴ ·a[ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ όлΣ лύΦέύ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

possible to reset the settings using "Reset ecoEditor settings" in the ecoEditor start menu entry and 

to restart the ecoEditor normally afterwards. 

Copying Content of Dialogues  

The text of all error, information and confirmation dialogue can be copied to the Windows clipboard 

by pressing Ctrl ς C while such a dialogue is selected. This can be used to easily communicate the 

content of a message to the ecoinvent support. 
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Access to the ecoinvent Database 

Data Provider Account  

To start working with the on-line ecoinvent database you need a data provider account.  

You can request one by using ecoEditor: Extras | Account 

Management | Register Data Provider Account.  

Once you have submitted your information you will receive 

a confirmation email. The new account will be validated by 

ecoinvent as soon as possible and once it has been 

accepted you will receive an email notification. As it is vital 

that you can be reached via email, please double-check the 

address you enter in this field. Your password can then be 

changed or reset using the Account Management dialog at 

a later point if the need arises. 

If you already have an ecoQuery account you can also 

upgrade it to become a Data Provider account as well. 

Please have your user name and password ready for this 

operation. 

Login  

Whenever the ecoEditor communicates with the ecoinvent 

server it must provide valid credentials. If no credentials are 

stored the ecoEditor will ask you to provide them: 

The entered user name and password are encrypted and 

stored on your computer. To switch to another user account 

you can execute Extras | Forget Credentials (F12). This will 

force the Login dialog to reappear the next time the 

ecoEditor is communicating with the ecoinvent server. You 

can also force the Login dialog to appear directly by 

executing Extras | Enter Credentials (F11). 

 



9 
 

Master Data Cache 

The ecoinvent server keeps its current master data files cached for download by the ecoEditor. 

Whenever the database is changed this cache has to be updated. This update can take a few minutes 

on the ecoinvent server and during this operation the ecoEditor cannot perform any actions that 

require access to the ecoinvent server to prevent usage of out of date data. A warning message will 

then be displayed to ask you for a few minutes of patience. 

After a period of inactivity, the ecoinvent server will put the web services that the ecoEditor 

communicates with in standby. Upon the next request the web services will be reactivated which 

will cause that request to take slightly longer than normal. 

Downloading Datasets  

To download a dataset your master data has to be up to date to ensure that you will be able to find 

all references and master data after it has been downloaded. You can initiate a master data update 

check via File | Update Master Data. Should your local master data cache get corrupted by a 

computer crash you can force a complete re-download of the current master data regardless of the 

version of your local data. This action can be started via File | Force Update Master Data. 

The search dialog used to select datasets for download can be accessed at File | Open Dataset from 

Database. The upper part of the dialog can be used to restrict the search by name, geography, time 

period, etc. By clicking the Search button the search request will be sent to the ecoinvent server and 

the result returned will displayed in the lower part of the dialog:  
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The type of search constraint is defined by the symbol in the text and lookup controls. For text fields 

ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά/ƻƴǘŀƛƴǎέ ƻǊ ά5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴέΣ ƛΦŜΦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ά҈έ ƻǊ άϝέ characters to 

search terms to signify that you have entered only a part of the value you are looking for. Lookup 

ƭƛǎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ¢ȅǇŜ ǳǎŜ άŜǉǳŀƭǎέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǾŀƭƛŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ 

the lookup list. Executing the search shown in the above screen-shot will result in a list of all Global 

ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ άƻƛƭέ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

The result list can be filtered further by using the filter cells in the first row (marked in yellow). The 

filter will only affect the current page and not all datasets found by the search. Select one or more 

datasets to download in the result list and click OK to start the download. 

The simultaneous download of parent datasets and their children is possible but requires the 

ecoEditor to enter a read only mode. Although further editing of the open datasets is not possible in 

this mode the open datasets can be submitted for validation and for review. 
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Datasets 

New Dataset from file  

This dialog can be used to create a fresh dataset, either completely from scratch or using another 

dataset as template: 

 

The Activity Details have to be provided before the dataset can be created. If you wish to use 

another dataset as template, choose "From Existing Dataset" as Activity Source and select the 

dataset to act as template. The Activity Details will be pre-filled, but please remember that the 

combination of Name, Geography and Time Period have to be unique, so at least one item has to be 

changed. 

At least one intermediate exchange (use Add button in top left corner of the Exchanges view) has to 

be added to the dataset before the new dataset can be saved successfully. An error message is 

shown when a file is saved and this condition is not met. 

Using User Activities as Basis for other Activities  

For every activity dataset created by the user a new user-specified entry is automatically created in 

the activities master data list. This means the new activity dataset will be available for creation of a 

new activity based on this existing activity dataset. 
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For the ecoEditor to find the actual dataset supplying the information for the activity, the dataset 

must be saved in the following subdirectory of the ecoEditor directory: xml/Datasets/. The dataset 

must ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΥ άғŀŎǘivity name>, <geography shortname>, 

<year of startDate> - ғȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŜƴŘ5ŀǘŜҔΦȄƳƭέ όe. g. άǎƘŜŘΣ /IΣ мффп - мффрΦȄƳƭέ ƻǊ άŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƳƛȄΣ 

DK, 2004 - нллрΦȄƳƭέύΦ 

New Datasets from  Database 

Instead of using xml file present on your local machine you can also create new datasets based on 

datasets stored in the ecoinvent database.  

 

The source dataset is not selected from a list of all known activities but can be selected using the 

standard search dialog via the Search button. Upon selection of a source dataset the identifying 

fields will be initialized according to the values in the source dataset. At least one of them has to be 

changed before the new dataset can be created. 

Identifying Fields  

There are several identifying fields in the ecoSpold02 format that are not visible in the ecoEditor. It 

might appear as if the ecoEditor is using a name to reference other data (e. g. a geography entry) but 

internally the ecoSpold02 format uses globally unique identifiers which are not displayed to the data 

supplier. The ecoEditor hides the use of these identifiers and displays the content of the referenced 

entries. 

Illegal Character in Activity Names  

Activity Names must not contain the following characters: All ASCII characters below 32, '"' (34), '|' 

(124), ':' (58), '*' (42), '?' (63), '\ ' or (92). The characters '<' (60), '>' (62) and '/'(47) are accepted but 

must be replaced in the dataset filenames with "_lt_", "_gt_" and "_sl_" respectively. 

New Child Dataset from File and from Database  

The creation of new child datasets uses very similar dialogs as for stand-alone datasets. When 

creating a new child dataset based on a dataset available as a local file a pre-filtered list of all known 

reference activities is shown: 
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When creating a child dataset based on a parent available in the ecoinvent database the search 

dialog shown when selecting the parent has preset search criteria to make sure that only valid 

parent datasets are returned by the search: 

 

After selecting a parent either from file or from the database one identifying field must be changed 

when creating a new child. The inheritance depth of the new child depends on the field that had 

been changed. Creating geography children is only possible for GLO parent activities 

Please be aware that it is only possible to create geography children right now 

A child dataset only contains the values of fields that have been changed compared to its parent. 

This is reflected in the display of child datasets in the ecoEditor. Parent values are displayed in 

cursive with read only fields in grey and editable fields in blue. Overwritten fields are displayed in 

black, the normal font and a yellow triangle is displayed in the upper right corner. When the mouse 

cursor is moved over the triangle a tool tip is shown displaying the original and the new value next to 

each other: 
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By double clicking on a field with a value differing from the parent value the value of the child cell 

can be returned to the parent value. A confirmation message is shown before the value is reset. 

When storing a new child dataset locally its parent is stored alongside the new child in the local 

ecoSpold file. Changes to the parent after creation of the child will not be noticeable from this point 

forward when working off line, i.e. only working with local ecoSpold files. 

When working on line, changes to the parent will be visible in the child dataset if you download the 

child again from the database. Local copies (e. g. saved to ecoSpold document manually) will behave 

as they do when working strictly off line. Local changes to the parent will have no effect on the child 

dataset. The modified parent must first be reviewed and uploaded to the ecoinvent database for the 

changes to take effect upon re-download of the child from the database. 

This restriction only applies to changes being visible to the editor of the child dataset. All changes 

made to the parent in the mean time will also the child dataset once both are stored into the 

database. The data provider should keep in mind that he is working with a copy of the parent taken 

at the point in time when the child dataset is created. If one data provider is working on both parent 

and its child datasets he should always finish the work on the parent before creating child datasets. 

In mathematical relation the value of the parent can be referenced by using the variable 

άt!w9b¢±![¦9έΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ 

Restrict ions  

It is currently not possible to remove items from lists in child datasets. E.g. you cannot remove an 

exchange defined in the parent in the child dataset. In case of exchanges, properties and parameters 

it is advised to set their amounts to zero if they should no longer be used in the child dataset. 

Compare Datasets 

The compare dataset function can be used to visualize the difference between two datasets. Any 

two datasets currently open in the ecoEditor can be compared by clicking on the Compare Datasets 

Button in the toolbar of the ecoEditor: 
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¢ƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǇŜƴ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ ŀƴŘ 

άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻ9ŘƛǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧield 

value is used to show the values differ between the two: 

- ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ άhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ōƭǳŜ ŎǳǊǎƛǾŜΦ 

- Different values are shown in black and will be marked with a rectangle in the upper right 

corner of the field. The original value will be shown as a tooltip when hovering over the 

triangle in question.  

- ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

upper right corner ŀǎ ƴƻ άƻƭŘέ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΦ 

- ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ƎǊŀȅΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ tǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ tŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ ƎǊƛŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜƭŜǘŜŘέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

and the row will be marked with a red check mark. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƳƻŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ display of edited cells 

will change accordingly. 
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Views 
It is possible to align all views (Activity Description, Exchanges, etc) individually. At the start of the 

ecoEditor all views are docked to the main area and shown at registers at below the menu bar: 

 

By dragging (click with left mouse and hold mouse button) a register card can be moved to a 

different area. There are six areas available as targets: top, right, bottom, left, center (main) and 

undocked. The first five areas are accessible via the icon in the middle of the ecoEditor which 

appears once the dragging of a view is started. If none of these five targets is chosen by dropping the 

view on one of the icons the view becomes undocked: 
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If a view has been accidentally closed it is possible to return to the default view layout and thereby 

reopening the closed view by clicking View | Reset Window Layout. 

Help 
The help view which is shown on start up of the ecoEditor and can also be opened manually by 

pressing F1 contains an automatically generated preview of the help system. The help text shown 

changes with the field selected by the user and contains general information on that field.  

¢ƘŜ ά!ŘŘ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά9Řƛǘ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ dialogs have their own help view which can be extended 

by clicking on the Help button in the lower right. 

Grids 

Editing  

When you click into a cell to enter edit mode its content will automatically be selected which is 

visualized by a blue background. If you start typing Windows will automatically replace the current 

selection, i.e. the previous content of the cell. This can be the desired effect but if you want to add 

text at the end of the current content you can either click at the end of the text using the mouse or 

press the -> (cursor right) key to remove the selection and move to the end of the cell content. You 

can also press <-. (cursor left) to remove the selection and move to the beginning of the cell content. 

While editing text in a grid cell or one of the larger edit text dialogs it is possible to undo the last 

change using the default Windows shortcut ALT-Backspace or CTRL-SHIFT-Z. Once the edit mode is 

left via ESC, Return or by clicking outside of the cell using the mouse this undo is no longer available. 

²ƘŜƴ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƛƴ ƎǊƛŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŀŘŘ ¢ŜȄǘέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ 

ǎƘƻǊǘŎǳǘ ά/ǘǊƭҌ9ƴǘŜǊέ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƭƛƴŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜȄǘΦ 



19 
 

Hidden Data  

A star icon is shown if more data is present than can be shown in the current grid cell: 

 

tǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άΧέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘŀǘŀΦ 

Filtering  

Filtering of data shown in grids is easily done with the filtering row below the header row. The filter 

type can be changed by clicking on the icon on the left of each filtering column and the value to filter 

by can be entered in the text field next to the icon: 

 

Grid Columns  

All grid columns are resizable by grabbing the column separator and dragging it to the left or right. 

Double clicking the column separator will automatically resize the column so that all data is visible 
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(like it is done in Microsoft Excel). Changed column widths will be remembered when the ecoEditor 

is closed. 

 

Grid Display Layout  

Each grid has 3 predefined display modes: amount only, compact and extended. Each layout will 

require a different amount of screen space per dataset. The amount layout is best suited to get an 

overview over all open datasets. To edit all available fields for one dataset the extended layout is 

needed. The compact layout is an intermediate layout which displays the most important fields for 

all elements. 

Each display layout can be fully customized in the dialog shown by clicking on Customize Current 

Column Layout. Each column of both the master data and the variable data columns can be shown 

or hidden and their order can be rearranged freely. The result of changes in this dialog is shown in 

the affected grid right away and changes to each display layout (Amount Only, Compact and 

Extended) is stored and will be available the next time the ecoEditor is started.  
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Each display layout can be reset to the default layout by clicking Reset Column Layout. This will also 

reset the sort order of the grid. 

User defined Sorting  

The sorting of any grid can be changed by clicking on a column header. Clicking a sort column again 

changes the sort order between ascending and descending. Additional columns can be selected for 

multiple-column-sorting by shift-clicking on second and following columns: 

 

Each grid also Ƙŀǎ ŀ άwŜǎŜǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǊŘŜǊέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 

to the default sort order for that grid. 

Multi cell Selections  

Starting a multi cell selection using the mouse is currently somewhat tricky. Starting a selection with 

the mouse is not possible in cells containing data. If available choose an empty cell bordering the 

area you want to select. If none is available it is currently necessary to select the cells using keyboard 

operations: navigate to the start cell, press shift and use the cursor keys to mark the selected area. 

Multi Row Selecting in Grids  

It is possible to select multiple rows for add and remove operations in a grid. To do this click on the 

leftmost column and grab the rows you want to select: 
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This is also possible for hierarchical grids, e. g. to select multiple exchange properties: 

 








































